Regional Sires; Southeast

By Avalyn Hunter

VALUE, VARIETY, AND PEDIGREE

Last year’s Southeastern stallion scene was dominated by
the departure of Padua Stables, Cloverleaf Farms II, and
Sequel Stallions from Florida, resulting in transfers of at least
a dozen Florida stallions to other states. While different stal-
lions moved in to fill the gaps, the overall quality of the new
entries was generally lower than
that of previous years, leading to

Stakes (gr. I) winner Circle of Life, was a top juvenile who won
the Bashford Manor Stakes (gr. III) and the Hopeful Stakes (gr.
I) and ran second in the Lane’s End Breeders’ Futurity and
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile (both gr. I). He trained on to win the
2007 Louisiana Derby and the 2008 New Orleans Handicap

Cashel Castle

(both gr. IT). “He’s just an outstand-
ing individual,” says Fernung.
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Memorial Dash Stakes (gr. I) win-
ner Wildcat Heir (Forest Wildcat), 2002 Donn Handicap (gr. I)
winner Mongoose (Broad Brush), and 2005 Forego Handicap
(gr. I) winner Mass Media (Touch Gold) from Cloverleaf and
2004 Amsterdam Stakes (gr. II) winner Bwana Charlie (Indian
Charlie) from Sequel Stallions. The Fernungs also brought in
2007 Churchill Downs Stakes (gr. II)
winner Saint Anddan (A.P. Indy)

Five-year-old Deputy Glitters

retires with wins in the 2006 Ohio Derby (gr. II) and Tampa
Bay Derby (gr. III) and a reputation for great determina-
tion as a racer. A son of multiple grade I winner Deputy
Commander (by Deputy Minister) out of the stakes-placed
Glitterman mare Glitters, Deputy Glitters has a pedigree free
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ing to add horses that have both
racing ability and pedigree to offer - and something more.

“Brent and I are looking for stallions that showed consis-
tency and racing talent, and that beat high-quality competi-
tion,” says Crystal Fernung. “Physically, we want to see lots
of bone and good balance, and we like a pedigree with a solid
female family. We want to offer breeders both good value and
a variety of bloodlines and physical types to suit their mares.”

Five new stallions have been added to the Journeyman ros-
ter for 2009: Circular Quay, Cowtown Cat, Deputy Glitters,
Gaff, and Sweet Return (GB). The first four are new sires for
2009 while Sweet Return is moving from nearby Signature
Stallions, where he stood his first season in 2008.

Circular Quay, by Thunder Gulch out of 1999 Spinaway

of Mr. Prospector, Seattle Slew,
and Hail to Reason.

Gaff racked up five triple-
digit Beyer figures during his
racing career and won grade III
events on both dirt and turf. He
is by 1995 champion juvenile colt
Maria’s Mon out of the Tunerup
mare Ionlyhaveeyesforu, a full
sister to multiple grade III winner
Ifyoucouldseemenow. His pedigree
is an outcross to most of the major
North American lines as it is free of
Northern Dancer, Mr. Prospector,
Seattle Slew, and Hail to Reason.

Three-time grade I winner Sweet Return, a turf specialist,

has the most unusual pedigree among the Journeyman stal-
lions as he is by multiple group I winner Elmaamul (by Diesis)
out of Sweet Revival (GB), whose sire Claude Monet is a group
II-winning son of Affirmed. Sweet Return won major races from
eight to 10 furlongs and is an outcross to the Northern Dancer,
Mr. Prospector, Seattle Slew, and In Reality lines.

At this point, no further additions are expected for 2009.
“We do have open minds if the right horse becomes avail-
able,” says Fernung. “But we’re already looking ahead to 2010
and starting to focus on some possibilities. Our goal is to get
this state back to where it was in the 1970s and 1980s, when
stallions like Fappiano and Nodouble were made here.”}
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