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Wildcat Heir paces freshman sire ranks from Florida

Freshman sire Wildcat Heir got
off toaquick start about as soon as
possiblethisspring, registering his
first winner on April 1, and he has
kept on going with 14 more win-
ners through August 26.

Wildcat Heir toppedthefreshman
sire standings with four more win-
nersthan Roman Ruler, and hewas
the leader with $427,049 in prog-
eny earnings through August 27.

The nine-year-old Grade 1 win-
ner by Forest Wildcat out of Penni-
lessHeiress, by Pentelicus, covered
173 mares in his initial season in
2006 that produced 122 registered
foals.

Wildcat Heir remained popular
with books of 177 mares in 2007
and about 130 maresin’ 09,
standing for $6,500 at Brent
and Crystal Fernung’s Jour-
neyman Stud in Ocala

“Right from the start

Bredandraced by Everett Novak’s
New Farm, Wildcat Heir was the
first stallion in Floridafor the Tay-
lor Made/WinStar Farm venture,
and he has rewarded Novak’s deci-
siontoretainaninterestinhisbreed-
ing career and to support him with
broodmares.

A full brother to Grade 3 winner
Forest Heiress and stakes winner
Forest Heir, Wildcat Heir was a
debut winner for trainer Ben Perkins
Jr. in 2002, and he closed the sea-
son with a second-place finish to
Whywhywhy inthe Sanford Stakes
(G2). As a four-year-old, Wildcat
Heir wonthe2004 Frank J. DeFran-
cis Memorial Dash Stakes (G1) at
Pimlico Race Course.

Leading freshman
sires by winners

. Stallion Sire Winners Starters
whenwefirst started to get Wildcat Heir Forest Wildcat 15 31
babies from him, they all Roman Ruler Fusaichi Pegasus 11 33

: _ Kitten’s Joy El Prado (Ire) 9 26
ki nd, of had that fast Pollard’s Vision ~ Carson City 9 24
looking body to them, and | Proud Accolade  Yes It's True 9 20
they matured quickly,” Consolidator Storm Cat 9 38

i Limehouse Grand Slam 8 24
Brel?t Fer:nlfmg sa'd]; hl V€ | Offlee Wild Wild Again 7 17
brokenahalf dozenof them, | vajye pius Unbridied’s Song 7 21

and they’re all a pleasure

Statistics through August 26

to train.”

“Grade 1 stakes winners
that look like him and have
asmuchpedigreeashimare
rare down here,” Fernung
said. “Hehastheentire pack-
age: pedigree, looks, and
ability. Historically, we've
given up one thing or the
other down here.

“Physically, he's just about the
perfect specimen. He's 16 hands
tall and he'sgot just incrediblebal-
ance to him, with agood head and
great neck. Just everything about
thishorsefitstogether, and he’ sput-
ting that same kind of balance and
muscul ature on his babies”

Wildcat Heir's leading runner is

Cindy Mikell photo

Heirs running wild Progeny
of Wildcat Heir include 15
winners, tops among all
freshman sires through
August 27. He also is the
leading freshman sire

by progeny earnings

AlwaysWildcatin’, whowon a4%»-
furlong maiden special weight race
by 3% lengths on June 11 at Wood-
bineand finished third in the Colin
Stakes there on July 18.

Fernungsaidnodecisionhasbeen
madeonWildcat Heir’ sstud feefor
2010.

“Obviously he'sapopular horse
down here, and the thing that
catches me about him is that he's
had maiden special weight win-
ners at SantaAnita[Park], Holly-
wood Park, Del Mar, Calder [Race
Course], Woodbine, Arlington Park,
and Monmouth Park,” Fernung
said. “They'rewinning everywhere.
Now wejust need toget somestakes
winners, and that will largely de-
termine the stud fee, whether or
not he comes up with abig horse
from that first crop.”—Jeff Lowe
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