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Freshman sire Wildcat Heir got
off to a quick start about as soon as
possible this spring, registering his
first winner on April 1, and he has
kept on going with 14 more win-
ners through August 26.

Wildcat Heir topped the freshman
sire standings with four more win-
ners than Roman Ruler, and he was
the leader with $427,049 in prog-
eny earnings through August 27.

The nine-year-old Grade 1 win-
ner by Forest Wildcat out of Penni-
less Heiress, by Pentelicus, covered
173 mares in his initial season in
2006 that produced 122 registered
foals.

Wildcat Heir remained popular
with books of 177 mares in 2007
and about 130 mares in ’09,
standing for $6,500 at Brent
and Crystal Fernung’s Jour-
neyman Stud in Ocala.

“Right from the start
when we first started to get
babies from him, they all
kind of had that fast-
looking body to them, and
they matured quickly,”
Brent Fernung said. “I’ve
broken a half dozen of them,
and they’re all a pleasure
to train.”

Bred and raced by Everett Novak’s
New Farm, Wildcat Heir was the
first stallion in Florida for the Tay-
lor Made/WinStar Farm venture,
and he has rewarded Novak’s deci-
sion to retain an interest in his breed-
ing career and to support him with
broodmares.

A full brother to Grade 3 winner
Forest Heiress and stakes winner
Forest Heir, Wildcat Heir was a
debut winner for trainer Ben Perkins
Jr. in 2002, and he closed the sea-
son with a second-place finish to
Whywhywhy in the Sanford Stakes
(G2). As a four-year-old, Wildcat
Heir won the 2004 Frank J. De Fran-
cis Memorial Dash Stakes (G1) at
Pimlico Race Course.

“Grade 1 stakes winners
that look like him and have
as much pedigree as him are
rare down here,” Fernung
said. “He has the entire pack-
age: pedigree, looks, and
ability. Historically, we’ve
given up one thing or the
other down here.

“Physically, he’s just about the
perfect specimen. He’s 16 hands
tall and he’s got just incredible bal-
ance to him, with a good head and
great neck. Just everything about
this horse fits together, and he’s put-
ting that same kind of balance and
musculature on his babies.”

Wildcat Heir’s leading runner is

Always Wildcatin’, who won a 41⁄2-
furlong maiden special weight race
by 31⁄4 lengths on June 11 at Wood-
bine and finished third in the Colin
Stakes there on July 18.

Fernung said no decision has been
made on Wildcat Heir’s stud fee for
2010.

“Obviously he’s a popular horse
down here, and the thing that
catches me about him is that he’s
had maiden special weight win-
ners at Santa Anita [Park], Holly-
wood Park, Del Mar, Calder [Race
Course],Woodbine,Arlington Park,
and Monmouth Park,” Fernung
said. “They’re winning everywhere.
Now we just need to get some stakes
winners, and that will largely de-
termine the stud fee, whether or
not he comes up with a big horse
from that first crop.”—Jeff Lowe

Wildcat Heir paces freshman sire ranks from Florida
Heirs running wild  Progeny 
of Wildcat Heir include 15
winners, tops among all
freshman sires through 
August 27. He also is the 
leading freshman sire 
by progeny earnings
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He does not turn 24 until Sep-
tember, but exercise rider Dominic
Terry received an early gift when
Rachel Alexandra showed up at
trainer Steve Asmussen’s barn in
early May.

A former jockey who has worked
for Asmussen since 2003,Terry was
instantly entrusted with the daily
care of an amazing racehorse some
already have begun touting as the
greatest three-year-old filly in the
history of the North American Turf.

“To tell you the truth, it’s a lot of
pressure, but it all pays off,” Terry
said. “I really appreciate them hav-
ing that kind of confidence in me
to handle the filly. … Week in and
week out, it’s a task. They want
what they want with her, and I try
to provide that. It’s just really a
blessing, being so young and being
able to experience that kind of filly,
or horse in general, at all.”

Born in Laurel, Maryland, and
raised in the shadow of Belmont

Park on Long Island, New York,
Terry comes from a racing back-
ground. The son of James Terry, a
journeyman jockey and former lead-
ing rider at Atlantic City Race
Course, Terry was taught to gallop
horses by his mother, Elizabeth
Kirkland.

Rachel Alexandra began her ca-
reer with Hal Wiggins, who trained
the Medaglia d’Oro filly for former
co-owners Michael Lauffer and
breeder Dolphus Morrison,but Jess
Jackson moved her to Asmussen’s
barn after he and Harold T. Mc-
Cormick bought her privately fol-
lowing the Kentucky Oaks (G1).

Terry was the first Asmussen em-
ployee to ride the eventual Black-
Berry Preakness Stakes (G1) winner.

“My mother galloped horses for

30 years,” Terry said. “I called my
mom and asked her, ‘How am I
going to get along with this horse?’
She had watched her, too, and she
just said, ‘You’re a professional. Do
what you know best.’

“The first few days she tried to
get tough with me and there were
a few little quirks, [like] she wasn’t
switching leads going into the turn.
It took about ten days, right up
until she ran in the Preakness, that
I had her where I was comfortable
with her. She learned that it isn’t
always ‘go, go, go, go.’Ever since
then, it’s just gone smooth.”

Asmussen, the reigning Eclipse
Award winner as outstanding trainer,
has the utmost confidence in Terry.
In fact, other than race jockey Calvin
Borel,Terry is the only person to have

ridden Rachel Alexandra since Jack-
son and McCormick acquired her.

“He’s who I want to work her, so
he’s who I want to gallop her,” As-
mussen said. “Every time we’ve
taken her back to the track after a
race, he’s been on her. [He knows]
how strong she gets as the week
progresses, how she is the day be-
fore a work, and how aggressive
she’s going to be.”

Among the other horses Terry has
handled for Asmussen are multiple
graded stakes winners Kensei,Pyro,
and Lady Tak.

Terry is an integral part of the
decision-making team that has plot-
ted Rachel Alexandra’s spring-sum-
mer campaign to date, which in
addition to the Preakness includes
wins in the Mother Goose (G1) and
Haskell Invitational (G1) Stakes.

“It’s really important to me,”Terry
said. “Sometimes, I forget how
blessed I am to have that input. Not
to brag, but I know more about her
than probably anybody. Being on a
horse’s back, as anybody that’s gal-
loped or ridden horses will know,
you can feel every change, every
day, in every aspect of a horse’s
daily routine.”

Jackson, Asmussen, assistant
trainer Scott Blasi, and Terry de-
cided on the Woodward Stakes (G1)
on September 5 at Saratoga Race
Course for Rachel Alexandra’s next
start (see story on page 6). As-
mussen nominated Rachel Alexan-
dra to four other races before the
team decided on the Woodward,
which Asmussen won last year with
Jackson’s Curlin.

Terry rode from 2001-’08, win-
ning 69 of 1,022 races, including a
stakes at Evangeline Downs.

—Phil Janack

Terry relishes opportunity to exercise Rachel Alexandra

Riding tall Dominic Terry is the regular exercise and workout rider
aboard Rachel Alexandra for trainer Steve Asmussen. He and Calvin
Borel are the only two people to currently ride the filly, and Terry helps
her connections decide on her next start
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Stallion Sire Winners Starters
Wildcat Heir Forest Wildcat 15 31
Roman Ruler Fusaichi Pegasus 11 33
Kitten’s Joy El Prado (Ire) 9 26
Pollard’s Vision Carson City 9 24
Proud Accolade Yes It’s True 9 20
Consolidator Storm Cat 9 38
Limehouse Grand Slam 8 24
Offlee Wild Wild Again 7 17
Value Plus Unbridled’s Song 7 21
Statistics through August 26

Leading freshman 
sires by winners
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